
                              
 
 
 

 
Wednesday 20th July 2016 

Dear Parents/Guardians 
When I write this State of the Nation letter each year, I look back and wonder how quickly it’s gone – 
even though there have been days which passed slowly – and consider how far we have come.  
 
In Education this has been an ‘interesting’ year – in Educational terms, ‘interesting’ is a word which 
covers many meanings. The implementation of Assessment Without Levels brought many 
opportunities as well as the evident anxiety of new ways of thinking, and the new vocabulary to explain 
those processes. It was great to get such positive feedback about the ways in which staff communicated 
with you about this. 
 
It was also really good to hear the heart-felt comments from Year 6 Parents/Guardians after the 
Leavers’ Service this morning because they showed the level to which the Children have developed as 
people. Whilst the service was emotional, it was great that the children, if not the adults, feel prepared 
for the next step as they go to secondary school. The memorable events recounted highlighted that, 
when emotions are involved, children develop – socially and academically – attitude affects attainment 
more than the other way around.  We heard from the Year 6s that ‘we will walk with our heads held 
high’, remembering ‘the fears and worries we have slayed’ and so ‘knowing that we can create a new 
path for our lives’. It is for this that staff come in to education, and as Charlotte said, ’Made me, Me.’ 
 
This has been a year of considerable progress, with features which now seem normal which were extra-
ordinary this time last year. There has been a significant community involvement, with groups like the 
Gardening Society generously giving of their time, enthusiasm and energy – from which the children 
have benefited greatly. There has also been an increase in access Parents/Guardians have – through 
meeting on the bus, or in the hot-chocolate queue – and the ease with which Linda Kendell-Scott, our 
Parent Support Advisor, can be met, in the Lodge.  
 
Again, academic progress in each year group is at least good overall, with many elements which are 
outstanding. Although the end of key-stage SATs results have not yet been officially validated, they 
look really good – showing continued progress again, even though comparison with last year’s is 
difficult. 
  
Academic progress, whilst really important, is not the only area on which we focus at Harnham Junior 
School - other successes achieved during this year include: 
•   Significant sporting achievements including excelling in the Local Netball League, Kwik Cricket 

competition, the Salisbury Schools mini-marathon, to name but a few. 
•   Many children undertook and passed Bikeability – encouraging them to use their bikes to travel 

independently and, above all, safely. 
The experiences on offer this year - throughout the Year Groups, and shown very well during the 
Leavers’ Service -  have given the children the chance to try out different challenges – recognising that 
not everything comes easily, but that that makes some things even more special. 
 
We have tried out some changes in process this year, including some based on feedback from 
Parents/Guardians – such as the Homework format, which year 5 trialled. Feedback suggests that it is 
very successful, and popular, across the School. 
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Changes for Next Year 
We say goodbye to Miss Lawrence today, who is moving to another local School – and who we wish 
well. We look forward to welcoming two new Teaching Assistants next year – Mrs Stacey and Mrs 
Lockwood – who will be working alongside teachers to support children. We will also be welcoming 
back from maternity leave Mrs Abrahamowicz, and, a little later in the year, Mrs Agha (who you may 
have seen, as she has sneaked in to see Mrs Connolly and Sycamore). 
 
So, there you have it, another year in which not only have all of the children, but the School itself has 
moved forward. We would like to thank you for your continuing support, it really has helped 
enormously in the significant development of our School over the last fourteen years – and impressed 
our Inspection team enormously. It is our intention to maintain this growth through working together – 
and again would like to thank all of those who have helped on the many trips and events which the 
children find so valuable.  
 
Have a great break, we look forward to seeing you on Thursday 1st September as we have no School 
Development Days at the beginning of term. If you are moving on, we all wish you the very best for your 
future; please don’t forget us, but come back to visit, and let us know how you are getting on.  
 
So that you can plan ahead, along with the Infant School we have planned the following School 
Development Days for 2016-2017: 

Friday 7th October 2016 
Monday 31st October 2016 
Tuesday 3rd January 2017 
Monday 26th June 2017 
Friday 21st July 2017 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Mr L Coles – Headteacher 


