
Knowledge Organiser for Year 6 History - Victorians 

The Victorian period of history is named after 

Queen Victoria who reigned as monarch of our 

country, and a large empire, from 1837 until her 

death in 1901. Life in Victorian times was rather 

different to how it is today. It was a time of both 

great wealth and great poverty, as well as  

invention and scientific discovery. 

Victorian Figures 

Queen Victoria - Queen of the UK from 1837 to 1901. She is one of the longest serving 

monarchs in British history (63 years). The Victorian era is named after her. 

Prince Albert - Husband of Queen Victoria, died in 1861. 

Lord Shaftesbury - Responsible for bringing about reform of Britain’s factories. This  

improved working conditions for many. 

Charles Dickens - Famous Victorian author. He wrote: Oliver Twist, A Christmas Carol 

and Great Expectations. 

Dr. Barnardo -  Founder of the charity Barnardo’s in 1867 - providing homes and  

education for poor children. 

  

 

Key Vocabulary 

British Empire – Territories all over the world that were controlled by Britain. 

Class – A group of people sharing a similar social rank. 

Exploitation – The practice of taking advantage of another person or group of people 

for one’s own benefit. 

Industrial Revolution – The changes that took place in Britain and other countries 

during the 18th and 19th centuries as a result of industrialisation. 

Slums – The squalid part of a city, full of overcrowded houses in poor conditions. 

Workhouse – A place where people who were too poor to support  themselves 

received food and lodging in return for doing work. Conditions were harsh.  

 

Acts of Parliament  
1847 Ten Hour Act - No child to work more than ten 

hours a day . 

 

1847 Factory Act - No child to be employed in a  

factory.  

 

1851 Mines Act - No child under ten to work in mines . 

Jobs For Children 

  

Chimney sweep  - A person, often a small child, who 

would clean chimneys using a long brush.  

Factory workers - Children worked long hours and 

had to carry out dangerous jobs working in factories. 

Children were made to clean machines while the 

machines were running, and there were many 

accidents. 

Pure finder - A person who collected dog faeces 

from the streets of London to sell to tanners, who used 

it in the leather-making process.  

Street sellers -  old firewood, matches, buttons, boot-

laces and flowers. They also polished shoes, ran 

errands and swept the streets.  

 

Mining Jobs for children 

Trapper - often the youngest member of a family 

working underground. Their job was to open and 

close the wooden doors (trap doors) that allowed 

fresh air to flow through the mine.   

Drawers - pulled heavy carts of cut coal to the 

 surface with heavy chains around their waists. 


